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DECLARATION OF ACCURACY 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to 

knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction 

by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this 

compliance report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this 

declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this 

decision.  

 

Signed: 

 

Full name: Louis de Sambucy 

Position: Managing Director 

Organisation: Neoen Australia Pty Ltd 

Date:  

 

08/11/2023
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GLOSSARY AND ABBREVIATION OF TERMS 

  

BAMP Bird Adaptive Management Plan 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

ha hectare(s) 

km kilometre(s) 

m metre(s) 

MW Megawatts 

MWh Megawatt hours 

NEOEN NEOEN Australia Pty Ltd 

OMP Offset Management Plan 

OTL Overhead Transmission Line 

PBTL Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard (Tiliqua adelaidensis) 

PBTL OMP Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard Offset Management Plan 

PBTL Research Plan Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard Scientific Monitoring and Research Plan 

PCC Pre-clearance Check 

SA South Australia 

TEC Threatened Ecological Community 

WTG wind turbine generator 
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DEFINITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH EPBC 2021/8957 

Business day  means a day that is not a Saturday, a Sunday or a public holiday in the 
state or territory of the action. 

CEMP means the Construction Environmental Management Plan required under 
and currently approved in accordance with the requirements of condition 
9 of the SA development approval. 

Clear / Clearing means the cutting down, felling, thinning, logging, removing, killing, 
destroying, poisoning, ringbarking, uprooting or burning of vegetation. 

Commencement of the 
action / Commence the 
action 

means the first instance of any specified activity associated with the 
action including clearing and construction. Commencement of the 
action/Commence the action does not include minor physical 
disturbance necessary to: 

i. undertake pre-clearance surveys or monitoring programs; 

ii. install signage and /or temporary fencing to prevent 
unapproved use of the project area; 

iii. protect environmental and property assets from fire, weeds 
and pests, including installation of temporary fencing, and 
use of existing surface access tracks;  

iv. install temporary site facilities for persons undertaking pre-
commencement activities so long as these are located 
where they have no impact on the protected matters; or 

v. undertaking geotechnical investigations if it causes only 
minor physical disturbance and is required well in advance 
of most site works to inform design. 

Commission / 
Commissioning 

means all activities, including turning of turbines, after the components of 
the first complete wind turbine are installed. The date on which 
commission/commissioning commences is the first date on which the 
blades of the first completed wind turbine start rotating. 

Completion data means an environmental report and spatial data clearly detailing how the 
conditions of this approval have been met. The Department’s preferred 
spatial data format is shapefile. 

Completion of the action means the date on which all specified activities associated with the action 
have permanently ceased. 

Compliance records means all documentation or other material in whatever form required to 
demonstrate compliance with the conditions of approval in the approval 
holder’s possession or that are within the approval holder’s power to 
obtain lawfully. 

Compliance report(s) means written reports: 

i. providing accurate and complete details of compliance, 
incidents, and non-compliance with the conditions and the 
plans; 

ii. consistent with the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2014; 

iii. include a shapefile of any clearance of any protected matters, 
or their habitat, undertaken within the relevant 12 month period; 

iv. annexing a schedule of all plans prepared and in existence in 
relation to the conditions during the relevant 12 month period; and 
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v. advising of the identity and current contact details of all persons 
authorised to act for the approval holder in relation to this 
approval. 

Construct / 
Construction 

means the erection of a building or structure that is or is to be fixed to the 
ground and wholly or partially fabricated on-site; the alteration, 
maintenance, repair or demolition of any building or structure; preliminary 
site preparation work which involves breaking of the ground (including pile 
driving); the laying of pipes and other prefabricated materials in the 
ground, and any associated excavation work; but excluding the 
installation of temporary fences and signage. 

Department means the Australian Government agency responsible for administering 
the EPBC Act. 

Environmental 
Management Plan 
Guidelines 

means the Environmental Management Plan Guidelines, Commonwealth 
of Australia 2014. 

Environmental Offsets 
Policy 

means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 Environmental Offsets Policy, Commonwealth of Australia 2012, or 
any subsequent official revision produced by the Department. 

EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cth). 

Goyder South Hybrid 
Renewable Energy 
Facility 

is a renewable energy development located between Burra and 
Robertstown in the Mid North of South Australia. The Goyder South 
Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility includes, in addition to the action 
subject of this approval, the proposed actions described in the EPBC Act 
referrals EPBC 2021/8958, EPBC 2021/8959 and EPBC 2021/8960. 

Guide to providing maps 
and boundary data for 
EPBC Act projects 

means the Guide to providing maps and boundary data for EPBC Act 
projects, Commonwealth of Australia 2021. 

Guidelines for Biological 
Survey and Mapped Data 

means the Guidelines for Biological Survey and Mapped Data, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2018. 

Impact (verb) means any event which has the potential to, or does, impact on one or 
more protected matter. 

Incident means any event which has the potential to, or does, impact on one or 
more protected matter. 

Independent audit means an audit conducted by an independent and suitably qualified 
person as detailed in the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2019. 

Iron-grass Natural 
Temperate Grassland of 
South Australia TEC 

means the EPBC Act listed threatened ecological community (TEC) Iron-
grass Natural Temperate Grassland of South Australia. 

Legal securing 
mechanism 

means the legal agreement and/or legally binding mechanism under 
relevant South Australia state legislation, or equivalent, adopted to 
provide enduring protection for the offsets against development 
incompatible with conservation. 
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Listed bird species means all bird species listed under the EPBC Act as a listed threatened 
species or as a listed migratory species. 

Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering the EPBC Act 
including any delegate thereof. 

Monitoring data means the data required to be recorded under the conditions of this 
approval. 

New or increased 
impact 

means a new or increased environmental impact or risk relating to any 
protected matter, when compared to the likely impact of implementing 
the action management plan that has been approved by the Minister 
under conditions 3, including any subsequent revisions approved by the 
Minister, as outlined in the Guidance on ‘new or increased impact’ 
relating to changes to approved management plans under EPBC Act 
environmental approvals, Commonwealth of Australia 2017. 

Operation means all activities that occur after the components of the final wind 
turbine generator are installed. 

PBTL Management Plan means the Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility PBTL 
Management Plan prepared by EBS Ecology for NEOEN Australia Pty Ltd 
(version 3 of 28 June 2022 or subsequent versions thereof). 

PBTL Research Plan means the Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard Scientific Monitoring and Research 
Plan, required under condition 9 of EPBC Act approval 2021/8958, and 
aimed at monitoring and better understanding the potential long-term 
impacts to the Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard resulting from wind turbine 
noise, vibration and shadow flickering. 

Peppermint Box 
(Eucalyptus odorata) 
Grassy Woodland of 
South Australia 

means the EPBC Act listed threatened ecological community Peppermint 
Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland of South Australia, whose 
distribution within and near the project area is mapped in Attachment D 
(attached to the EPBC approval). 

Plan(s) means any of the documents required to be prepared, approved by the 
Minister, implemented by the approval holder and published on the 
website in accordance with these conditions (includes action 
management plans and/or strategies). 

Project area means the location of the action, represented by the area shown 
enclosed by the turquoise line labelled ‘Wind Farm 1B’ on the maps at 
Attachments A-D (attached to the EPBC approval). 

Protected matter(s) means a matter protected under a controlling provision in Part 3 of the 
EPBC Act for which this approval has effect. 

Pygmy Blue-tongue 
Lizard (PBTL) 

means the EPBC Act listed threatened species Tiliqua adelaidensis. 

Pygmy Blue-tongue 
Lizard habitat 

means remnant native grassland or grassy woodland with a sparse 
overstorey of trees, represented in the map at Attachment C by the areas 
shown enclosed by the green line labelled as ‘Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard 
habitat’ (attached to the EPBC approval). 
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SA development 
approval 

means the approved development application number 422/V009/20 R1 
(or subsequent approved revisions thereof) granted under section 131 
(19) of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (SA) for 
the Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility. 

Secure / secured / 
securing 

means to execute a legal agreement and/or legally binding mechanism 
under relevant South Australia state legislation, or equivalent, to provide 
enduring protection for the offsets against development incompatible with 
conservation. 

Sensitive ecological 
data 

means data as defined in the Sensitive Ecological Data – Access and 
Management Policy V1.0, Commonwealth of Australia 2013. 

Shapefile means location and attribute information of the action provided in an Esri 
shapefile format. Shapefiles must contain ‘.shp', ‘.shx', ‘.dbf' files and a 
‘.prj' file that specifies the projection/geographic coordinate system used. 
Shapefiles must also include an ‘.xml’ metadata file that describes the 
shapefile for discovery and identification purposes. 

Significant impacts are impacts which are important, notable, or of consequence, having 
regard to their context or intensity, and assessed within the framework of 
the Matters of National Environmental Significance – Significant Impact 
Guidelines 1.1, Commonwealth of Australia 2013. 

Suitably qualified bird 
expert 

means a person who has relevant professional qualifications and at least 
3 years of work experience designing and implementing plans for the 
conservation management of birds, who can identify bird species, and 
who can give an authoritative assessment and advice practices to avoid 
and mitigate impacts on birds using relevant protocols, standards, 
methods and/or literature. If the person does not have appropriate 
professional qualifications, the person must have at least 10 years of 
work experience identifying bird species, and designing and implementing 
plans for the conservation management of birds. 

Suitably qualified 
person 

means a person who has professional qualifications, training, skills and/or 
experience related to the nominated subject matter and can give 
authoritative independent assessment, advice and analysis on 
performance relative to the subject matter using the relevant protocols, 
standards, methods and/or literature. 

Website means a set of related web pages located under a single domain name 
attributed to the approval holder and available to the public. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Goyder Wind Farm 1B Pty Ltd received approval in accordance with the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) for the Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility – 

Wind Farm 1B, 5km south Burra (Stage 1B) on 13 July 2022 (EPBC 2021/8957). NEOEN Australia Pty Ltd 

(NEOEN) is contracted by Goyder Wind Farm 1B Pty Ltd to ensure compliance with the approval, which 

is subject to specific conditions of approval (refer to Appendix 1 for the approval documentation). In 

particular, Condition 15 refers to annual compliance reporting, as follows: 

15. The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12 month period following the 

date of commencement of the action, or otherwise in accordance with an annual date that has 

been agreed to in writing by the Minister. The approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the 

relevant 12 month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the website 

and provide the weblink for the compliance report within 5 business days of the date of 

publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the 

website; and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit 

the full compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department’s website. 

As such this document has been prepared to provide an annual compliance report for Stage 1B of the 

Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility (EPBC 2021/8957), which commenced on 15 August 

2022. This is the first annual compliance report for Stage 1B and applies to the first 12 months of the 

Project, from 15 August 2022 to 14 August 2023. During this timeframe, construction works have 

commenced and continued on site. 

A summary of the approved action and compliance report details is provided in Table 1 on the following 

page.  
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  Figure 1. Current proposed stages of the Goyder South Project. 
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2 COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Compliance with the conditions associated with the Stage 1B EPBC approval (EPBC 2021/8957) is 

presented in Table 3 on the following pages. 

Compliance has been achieved for all conditions of approval applicable to the timeframe of this annual 

compliance report (15 August 2022 to 14 August 2023), while several conditions of approval are not 

applicable to this annual compliance report.
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3.1 Management of compliance with relevant conditions associated with the 

EPBC Act approval 

Condition 1 c. of the EPBC Act approval requires the approval holder not to clear more than 2.61 ha of 

Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard habitat and Condition 3 of the EPBC Act approval requires the approval 

holder to implement the PBTL Management Plan for the duration of the approval. Refer to Appendix 1 for 

the EPBC Act approval, as well as a definition of Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard habitat). 

The PBTL Management Plan outlines a process where any additional PBTLs or PBTL habitat that is found 

is designated as PBTL habitat, and management measures outlined in the Plan are implemented. For 

example, Table 14 in Section 7 of the PBTL Management Plan outlines management targets, 

performance indicators and triggers, including the following trigger:  

• “Discovery of PBTL individual or population (outside of previously observed areas).”  

Section 8 of the PBTL Management Plan outlines response measures and corrective actions in the event 

that one of the triggers in Section 7 occurs, including a process where: 

“If live PBTL individuals or populations are discovered (in areas not previously identified as 

PBTL habitat), the following actions are to be taken:  

• All works will cease in the immediate vicinity until an appropriately qualified ecologist 

provides advice and relocates PBTLs if necessary;  

• The area is designated as PBTL habitat and the management measures outlined in 

Section 11 and Section 12 are to be implemented;”  

As outlined previously, additional PBTLs and PBTL habitat have been found during PCC surveys and 

micro-siting surveys, in areas that were not previously identified or mapped as PBTL habitat. As such, the 

discovery of PBTL individual or population (outside of previously observed areas) trigger was reached, and 

the abovementioned associated response measures and corrective actions process outlined in Section 8 

of the PBTL Management Plan have been implemented. 

Neoen consulted with the department regarding the additional PBTLs and PBTL habitat discovered within 

Stage 1B and compliance with the EPBC Act approval, meeting with representatives from the department 

on multiple occasions, including 18/08/2022, 7/09/2022, 8/09/2022 and 16/09/2022. A letter from the 

department is provided in Appendix 8 for reference. 

After consultation, meetings and correspondence from the department (Appendix 8), it is the approval 

holder’s understanding that impact to the additional PBTLs and PBTL habitat discovered post EPBC Act 

approval in the Stage 1B Project Area, does not require a variation to the Stage 1B EPBC Act approval to 

include the additional PBTLs and PBTL habitat with the Pygmy Blue-tongue Lizard habitat defined in 

the approval; or to increase the clearing limit, as impact to additional PBTLs and PBTL habitat discovered 

post EPBC Act approval is covered by the process outlined in the PBTL Management Plan (which was 

reviewed and accepted by DCCEEW during the EPBC Act referral and assessment process). As such, no 

variation to the Stage 1B EPBC Act approval has been, or will be, sought. 
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3.2 Impact to ‘PBTL habitat Post EPBC Act approval’ 

Where ‘PBTL habitat Post EPBC Act approval’, has been found within the proposed infrastructure footprint 

during PCC survey, additional surveys for PBTLs (i.e., micro-siting surveys) have been undertaken within 

the adjacent areas to determine if the proposed infrastructure footprint could be micro-sited (shifted and/or 

adjusted slightly) away from the PBTLs to avoid and/or minimise impacts to PBTLs as much as possible, 

in accordance with the PBTL Management Plan. However, the proposed infrastructure footprint has not 

been micro-sited if impact to PBTLs and PBTL habitat could not be reduced, compared to the impact of 

the initial proposed infrastructure footprint, for example if PBTLs and PBTL habitat were also found in the 

micro-siting survey area. Where the proposed infrastructure footprint has not been micro-sited, individual 

PBTLs located within the footprint have been relocated to the nearest suitable release site in accordance 

with the procedure outlined in the PBTL Management Plan. 

While the proposed infrastructure footprint has been micro-sited as much as possible to avoid and/or 

minimise impacts to PBTLs and PBTL habitat, a total of 17.09 ha of ‘PBTL habitat Post EPBC Act approval’ 

has been impacted (cleared) during construction works undertaken in the timeframe applicable to this 

annual compliance report (15 August 2022 to 14 August 2023). Refer to Figure 32 and Figure 33 in 

Appendix 7 for mapping. As this impact is considered a residual impact, an EPBC Offset is required and 

has been incorporated into the Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility – Stage 1 Pygmy Blue-

tongue Lizard (Tiliqua adelaidensis) Offset Management Plan (EBS Ecology 2023), which, at the time of 

writing this annual compliance report, is currently being reviewed by the department. 

3.3 Revision of PBTL Management Plan 

The PBTL Management Plan (required under Condition 3) has been revised to include the additional 

PBTLs and PBTL habitat found during PCC and micro-siting surveys (i.e., ‘PBTL habitat Post EPBC Act 

approval’) and to ensure that likely and potential direct and indirect impacts to the PBTLs and PBTL habitat 

during construction and operation of the Project are avoided, minimised and mitigated as much as possible 

The revised version of the PBTL Management Plan (version 4, dated 22/09/2023) has been submitted to 

the department for approval (after the timeframe applicable to this compliance report (15 August 2022 

to 14 August 2023)). 
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4 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1. EPBC Act approval documentation 

 Figure 2. EPBC Act Approval (page 1 of 17). 
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  Figure 3. EPBC Act Approval (page 2 of 17). 
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  Figure 4. EPBC Act Approval (page 3 of 17). 
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  Figure 5. EPBC Act Approval (page 4 of 17). 
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  Figure 6. EPBC Act Approval (page 5 of 17). 
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  Figure 7. EPBC Act Approval (page 6 of 17). 

  



Goyder South Hybrid Renewable Energy Facility - Wind Farm 1B, 5km south Burra  
EPBC Act Approval (2021/8957) Annual Compliance Report: 15 August 2022 - 14 August 2023 

30 
 

  Figure 8. EPBC Act Approval (page 7 of 17). 
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  Figure 9. EPBC Act Approval (page 8 of 17). 
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  Figure 10. EPBC Act Approval (page 9 of 17). 
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  Figure 11. EPBC Act Approval (page 10 of 17). 
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  Figure 12. EPBC Act Approval (page 11 of 17). 
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  Figure 13. EPBC Act Approval (page 12 of 17). 
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  Figure 14. EPBC Act Approval (page 13 of 17). 
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  Figure 15. EPBC Act Approval (page 14 of 17). 
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  Figure 16. EPBC Act Approval (page 15 of 17). 
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  Figure 18. EPBC Act Approval (page 17 of 17). 
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Appendix 2. Maps 

Refer to the following pages. 
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Appendix 3. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC 

Assessment 

 Figure 21. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 1 of 8). 
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 Figure 22. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 2 of 8). 
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Figure 23. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 3 of 8). 
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Figure 25. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 5 of 8). 
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Figure 26. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 6 of 8). 
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  Figure 27. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 7 of 8). 
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Figure 28. Peppermint Box (Eucalyptus odorata) Grassy Woodland TEC Assessment (Page 8 of 8). 
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Appendix 4. Submission of BAMP 

  Figure 29. Submission of BAMP to the Department via email. 
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Appendix 5. Submission of PBTL OMP 

  Figure 30. Submission of PBTL OMP via email. 
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Appendix 6. Notification of commencement of the action 

  Figure 31. Notification of commencement of the action via email. 
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Appendix 7. Maps of additional PBTL habitat (PBTL habitat Post EPBC Approval) 

Refer to the following pages. 
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